Polio still cripples thousands of children
around the world. With your help, we can wipe
this disease off the face or the earth forever.
Visit rotary.org/endpolio to help.

END POLIO NOW Rotary
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PERSATUAN CHINA MUSLIM MALAYSIA,

MACMA — Malaysian Chinese Muslim Association.
President MACMA: Dato Haji Mustapha Ma,

8 Jalan Ledang, 50480 Tel: (603) 2095-1896, 2094-1190.
KUALA LUMPUR. Malaysis MM ﬂtﬂ] 20951897, 2094-3233
e mmadamiiooisrine my.
BISMILLAHTRAAMANIRAHIM. ASSALAMUALATKUM WMT. WET.
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The Ministry of Justice

The Egyplian Hoose of Faiwa
"50 ask those who have knowledge and fearful of Allak If yeu know net”

A’hemdulilleh all Praise be %0 The Cnlv One, end prayers and blessings be unon the final prophst
Seyvidina Rasulillsk and his family and companions and those who have fol'owed his path in the
beat menner 1] (he day of judpemeant,

W bave examined the raquest foramrded by Engineer Satim Mashhor, with refarence no: 1259
for year 2003 whose contant saye That thore is an ofTort i Africa to immunize sgairst palio in
childeen ond he bas asked regasding ihe raling [hukem) of puch an immunization sgalagt polio in
ehildren, as wall ag on whether thare i any objaction in that frem the lrlamis viewpoint,

Tae Answer:

[mmumization agaimst polio in childmen is & form of preventive Tesrment which = necessary from
the viewpoint of the Shari'al; in fact is moch desired according to the raling of the Ixlamic
Saari'ad, Thus itis compulsory (wajib) for the Muslims © coopemte for the sake of the
imrunization of their childwen and in so doing protecting their children agalast discrses that may
infect them in the sbsence of such immurization.

And Allah Subhenahu wa Ta'sla {nows Rowt

Muhsmmad Abdal Alim

The Mafti of the Land of Egypt,

-Bigned-

Dr All Jumuah

Dansd: 2-10-2003

Traasloted by; ir Dr Mubamac Fasd Abculiah or 30-11-2003

N__E

{DATD' HAJI MUSTAPHA MA)
Prasidenl NWLACHLE
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Grand Imam of El Arhar Al Sharif - Dr. Mohamed Sayed Tantawi

Statement on Islam and on Parents'
responsibilities towards their children and immunizing
them against diseases such as Polio

There iz a number of general miles and guiding principles, in which Izlam dictates bow child survival and development
15 imperative and that any negligence or slackening in the execution of this principle is a great vice. These principles
are exemplified inthe following

"Mor kill (or destroy) vourseives.” Surat Y (Misaa) Verse 29

"If anyone slew a person unless it be for murder or for spreading mischief on earth- it would be as ifhe slew the whole
people and iFanyone saved alife, itwould be as ifhe saved the life of the whole people.” Surat V' (Maida) Verse 35,
"Kill not your children,” Surat VI{ Anaam) Verse 140

" & make not your own hands contribute o (your} destrection,” Surat 11 {Bagara) Verse 193,
And in the Hadith Sharif ™ There 15 no bigger sin than neglecting vour dependence.™

Islam regards man as Crods” vicegerent on carth. It is mentioned in the Koran: ™ Twill create a vicegerent on earth.”
Surat 11 {Bagara) Verse 30. And everything that exposes this vicegerence to opprobrium or disgrace , or weakens
man's strengih is prohibited by Islamic Sharia. This is o preserve man's revered and powerful position as God's
vicegerent on earth.

Islam's consideration for child survival and prodection iz in itself an empowerment of the Moslem Communiny
whether physically or spiritually, as it entails strong and healthy bodies. Healthy bodies in Islam will not onby result in
sound miellectual functioning but also in the prevalence of optimism and hopefulness in dealmg with life and with
people

It 12 for these reasons that [sham includes all the necessary preventive measunes 1o preserve the life of the Muslims and
guide them in a systematic and organized way throughout their life.

In Hadith by Al Tormozie, it 1s mentioned that the prophet would ask God for nothing more appealing than sound
health.

1t 15 therefore evident that Islam emphasizes protection during lifetime mvolving the protection from diseases and
epidemics and all that can alfect man due 0 negligence and back of concern. 1t s mentioned in the Koran " And make
net your own hands coniribute (o your) destruction.” Surat 11 {Bagara) Verse 195,

I the previous verse, God prohibits a man from personally contributing to his own 2elf destruction, though actions
that he might perform according to his own will. Through hurting oneself or self destruction may seem in
contradiction with the mind's logical thinking, nevertheless if is very likely to happen through man's negligence or
lack of concern as regards taking the necessary preventive measunes Lo preserve his own life.

Isham, therefore, dictates people fo seek the necessary préventive measures and to seek treatment for all disenses, The
prophet mentioned: "God did make a cure for every disease.” Hadith Shanif,

The Sharia had ordained parents as responsible for their child survival and development, on the basis that the chilld s
considered a hestowable consignment, which ought to be cherizhed by parents as they will account forinto God.

The child in the early years of his life is unaware as o the real dangers that might threaten him, in addition to that he is
unable tocater for and protect his life, and it is for this reasen that Giod made parents respensible for the protection of
their children from diseases and from the dangers that might threaten thedr survival and development. It is mentioned
that:
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"You are all patromizers and are all responsible for your dependants. The father patronizes his family and is
responsible for his dependants. The woman patronizes her husband's wealth and children and is responsible for her
dependants and the servant patronizes his master's wealth and is responsible for his dependants, Are not all of vou
patronizers for your dependants,

Among the dangers that might threaten the child's survival in his early years is the possibility of falling vietim to ong
of the child killing diseases such as polio, measles, DPT, etc. or to severe dehydration resulting from diarrhocal
diseases. All these dizeases would attach the child and severely handicap or cripple him, glooming his life and that of
his parents.

The prophet elaborates on the issue of merey and protection and how mercy is o part of protection and protection is a
part of mercy, "Those who are not merciful, are denied mercy and those who are not forgivable are denied ﬁ:ugweness
and those who do not repent are denied repentance and those who do not protect themsebves are denied protection.”
Hadith Sharil.

Ini this hadith, the Prophet emphasizes that merey 15 a principal and states that whoever does not protect himself, God
ghafl not protect him frorm disease and sickness. Though that issue is sfated, nevertheless, the prophet had phrased it
kogically inthe form of payer. He emphasized that whoever does not protect himse i or protect others agaimst and from
all that could be of harm or could lead to danger or disease, God conmof protect him or them Froam it

Islam strongly wams us from neglecting the protection and treatment of our children from these child-killing diseases
or others for itdictates that its believer should be strong and healthy, It is mentioned: "the strong Moslem (believer) s
better and closer 1o God than the weak one." Hadith Sharif,

The State provides immunization for children for free and all what parents need to do 1 to immunize their children
against these fatal dangers, Polio immunization 18 considered a preventive measure required by Islam and it should
not to be taken lighthy.

W, as parents, should not neglect our children's rights and to provide them with the beat available treatments as
recommended by physicians and scientists, thus abiding by God's words: “Always ask those who have the
knowledge."

Children immunization againat infectious disease like polio is performed in all countries worldwide in order to
puarantee that our children have o better future free from disesses and disabilities.

It is therefore the responzibility of all Muslim parents to make sure that their children complete all mass immunization
dosages whether routine immunization of through immumization campaigns. Furthermore, full and complete
conperation with all campaign workers is required since they are trying to reach each and every child in order to
irmmumize all children against this virus, which is in accordance with the Hadith Shant "(rod had ordered us to be
accurate in domg evervihing,™

The State, rescarch centers, and the World Health Orgamization have all approved of polio vaccines and confirmed
their effictency and quality.

Finmally, it 1s our utmost duty as Muslims to reatfirm that Islam supports children's rights. 1815 our task as Muslims to
become role models aware of our duties as well as our rights while abiding by God's waords " You are the best of the
nations raised up for {the benefit ofpmen,"

Ghod bless us all,

(zrand Imam of El Azhar Al Sharif
Dy Mohamed Sayed Tantawi
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PolioPlus

Aziz Memon Cell +92 3008259595

PP Abdul Qadir Molvi
Ulema Committee Coordinator

Rotary International Karachi 75600, Pakistan

National Chair Off  +922135872368,35867771-6
Pakistan Polioplus Committee Fax +922135874659,35872364,35870468
91 Shahrah-e-Iran, Clifton eMail azizkingtex@cyber.net.pk

web  www.poliopluspakistan.org

Pakistan Polioplus Committee
Cell +923332131241

Off  +9221 111002 004 (Ext 315)
eMail extensure@yahoo.com

Cover page : UNITEN (Universiti Tenaga Nasional) Mosque, Bangi, Selangor, Malaysia - Inside pages : The principal dome of the Mosque.






